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By CHARLIE FIDELMAN
. of The Gazette ‘

Starting Monday, police and

Crown prosecutors, with the help of
several social services, begin a
crackdown on wife-beaters in line
with provincial government policy.
. Montreal Urban Community po-
lice will investigate all complaints of
domestic violence, verbal or physi-
‘cal, whether calls’ are placed by a
family member or a neighbor, Alain
8t. Germain, police director of oper-
ations, said yesterday

And court officials will try to per-
suade reluctant women to testify
against aggressors and speed up pro-
ceedings by setting tr1a1 dates as
early as p0551b1e.

Quebec Just}ce Mmlster Herbert
‘Marx has been asked {o drop a
charge of performing an illegal
-abortion against a Montreal doctor,

. Jean-Claude Hébert, lawyer for
Dr. Yvan Machabée, said yesterday
-he has written to Merx askmg him te
-drop the case because it is redundant
‘while the issue is before the Supreme
‘Court of Canada.
¢ “A judicial battle is useless while
‘the (Dr. Henry) Morgentaler case is

etk

before the Supreme Court of Can--

"ada,” Hébert said after Machahée

Was arralgned in Sessions Court. * .

An Ontario jury acquitted Morgen-
taler of performing an'illegal abor-
'tion in 1984, but the Ontario Court of
-Appeal ordered a new trial and Mor-
- gentaler wants the Supreme Court of
.Canada to overturn that ruling.
: Three Quebec juries in the 1970s ac-
‘quitted Morgentaler of abortion
.charges.”*’ « -

Machabée is accused of perform-

+ing an abortion Nov. 5, 1982. A pre-
.liminary hearing is set for Sept. 9. -
- Hébert told a pews conference the
-case is simply a'waste of taxpayers
. money and court time.-

The complaint against Machabée
- was brought by Reggie Chartrand, a

.

. former boxer and well-known antl-

- abortion activist. -

; Chartrand, invited to the same
- news conference, said it is time for
. a new test of the law’s strength. He
- failed in a bid last year to have a new
-set of charges filed against Morgen—
> taler,

Farlier this month, anti-abortion
groups in the Saguenay region suc-
ceeded in filing charges against Dr.
. Jean-Denis Bérubé, a practitioner in

B colmr_numty clzr_uc }_?;erube faces a

“We have some advice for wife-
beaters,” St. Germain said, “that the
police will deal with the situation
differently now. The police wili ar-
rest, even in a private house.”

Investigations are to include a

written report on each case which

will be placed in a police computér.
Crown prosecutors, social workers
and social-service agencies will have
access to the information.

“The first goal is to have better in-
tervention in those situations,’ St.
Germain said. “Analys1s Wlll follow
later.”

A directive from J ustice Mlmster

Herbert Marx, which came into ef- .

fect last March, empowered police
to arrest without a warrant men they

sus;}ect of m]urmg or threatenmg to

[ iaw L b2

m_]ure thexr fanubes even 1f women

do not want to lay charges N

The police will also be responsible-
for informing both aggressor and -
victim of available social services
where they may receive help. .

Starting Sept. 1, all police officers .
will receive four-hour courses on.
family violence and the services
available to violence-torn couples.
“They will also be taught about the
law that permits arrest in a pnvate
domicile,” 8t. Germain said. .

The effect of the new pohcy will

. be to reduce the mcndence of family

violence, he said. . - .
“Everybody is more sensmve tor

the problem, We are workmg with

social workers, women’s shelters,

prosecutors and an orgamzat:ou

fth.lS year -

which rehablhtates men.” .

More than 300 calls on domestic
violence were received in a two-
week study done last month at an
MUC police station St. Germain re-
fused to pame.

!"In the previous two weeks, only
eight calls were noted.

- The number of calls has not in-
creased, St. Germain said. “The new.

olicy is to write a report each time
he police are called.”

St. Germain said the extra work
produced by the new policy should
'not pose any difficulties.
| But the Crown prosecutor in

charge of the criminal team at Mont-
real’s municipal court said the
courts will be swamped Wlth cases

ng

. “But ﬁ the woman does not testlfy

“There will bé at least 50 per cent
more cases in court,” said Laurent~
Claude Laliberté. “I really think we
need more Crown prosecutors and

judges to handle these cases. Qther-

wise there will be a backlog.”

. More than 1,000 charges were laid
last year, Laliberté said, and he ex-
pects more than 1,500 this year.

Under the new policy, complain~'
ants will be persuaded to testify in-
stead of being allowed to withdraw
charges because of fear of reprisals
Laliberté said.

“We try to explain to her that :t is
her duty to do so,” Laliberté said.
“After that, we arrange a meeting
with a social worker to try to per-
suade her fo testify.

arge.
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be felt f.or about a year‘
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there is little the courts can do.”;
Crown prosecutors will proceed 1f'
evxdence is avaﬂable from othen
sources.

Trial dates w111 be set in six to 20‘
days from first appearance except i i
serious cases involving bodily harm.
They will be set i m less than 10 dayS,
Laliberté said.. .

Elizabeth Harper of the As51stance
aux Femmes women’s shelter said
the policy throws new hght on fam=
ity violence, - riin

“It is treated as a crime whlcti
could happen on the street rather
than as a simple dispute where noth-
ing is done,” she said.

The new policy is a positive start‘
Harper said, but its effects will not
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Flnd another
_way to make:
use of Mirabel:
businessmen :

By ELIZABETH THOMPSON
of The Gazette ..~ -

Thk e e

Consolidate air passenger traffic
at Dorval airport and motliball
Mirabel until another use for jt ;s
found, Montreal’s two largest bu51—
ness groups urged yesterday.- - " .

In a 43-page study, the Moutreal
Board of Trade and the Chambre de
Commerce said the other use could

_be a specialized industrial park with

plants having direct access to the
runways. -

Similar parks have been created in
the United States on closed air force
bases, the study said.

Mirahel could continue to handle
cargo and would attract industries to
the area, the report said. .

“An au-port industrial park could
lead to several thousand jobs on the -
Mirabe! site and could be the launch- -
ing pad for the economic develap-
ment of the region, much more than
the present airport.” -

The study suggested a special de-
velopment fund could be started, in-

. cluding contributions from munici-

palities that stand to benefit from
consolidation at Dorval.

But the federal government
should consolidate passenger traffic
gt Dorval as soon as possible and, if
necessary, mothball Mirabel until

* the industrial park can be set up.

At a bews conference yesterday to.
unveil the study, Board of Trade pre-!
sidet Manon Vennat described the’
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